
THE Wine Spectator Insider features four classic-rated West Coast wines this week, and another 

three classics from Italy. From California, James Laube reviews 17 more Pinot Noirs from the in-

creasingly impressive 2007 vintage. (For more 2007 California Pinot Noir reviews, see the May 26, 

June 1 and June 8 California Tasting Highlights.) Three of the Pinots featured in this issue earn 96 

points; you’ll find them among the Hot Wines, on page 4. Also here are a pair of 2006 California 

Pinots, as well as an outstanding Napa Merlot reviewed by Tim Fish.

The top-scoring wine in this report, however, comes from Washington, where Harvey Steiman awards 

98 points to a limited-production dessert wine with a track record for classic ratings. Syrahs, Caber-

nets and other red blends round out this week’s selection of Washington wines. Finally, James Suckling 

reviews a half-dozen Barolos from the outstanding 2005 vintage in Italy’s Piedmont region.

Marvin R. Shanken Editor and Publisher
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California
FOXEN
Pinot Noir Sta. Rita Hills Sea Smoke Vineyard 2007
94 points | $75 | 475 cases made | Red
Beautifully crafted, with pure, rich, supple and layered dark berry 

fruit built around blueberry, blackberry and huckleberry flavors 

that hold their focus, ending with a delicate, detailed finish. Drink 

now through 2014.—J.L.

FULCRUM
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Split Rock Vineyard 2007
94 points | $54 | 50 cases made | Red
A gorgeous young wine with impeccable balance, this zeros in 

on a tight core of ripe cherry and wild berry fruit, with shades 

of mineral, pebble and loamy earth. Full-bodied, well-structured, 

complex and persistent. Drink now through 2014.—J.L.

LANDMARK
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Kanzler 2007
94 points | $65 | 350 cases made | Red
Very ripe, with great depth, touching on berry jam. Yet this is 

balanced, complex, focused and pure, with lively wild berry and 

black cherry fruit framed by spicy notes and firm tannins. Drink 

now through 2014.—J.L.

PETER MICHAEL
Pinot Noir Santa Lucia Highlands Le Moulin Rouge Pisoni 
Vineyard 2007
94 points | $95 | 332 cases made | Red

Delicious, rich and concentrated, with tiers of pure black cherry, 

plum and wild berry flavors that are intense and well-structured, 

ending with a long, full finish. Drink now through 2015.—J.L.

BLACK KITE
Pinot Noir Anderson Valley Redwoods’ Edge 2007
93 points | $52 | 219 cases made | Red
Offers a delicious core of ripe, firm wild berry and blackberry fruit, 

with a touch of anise, raspberry and sage. Full-bodied, focused, 

sleek and refined, this keeps the fruit front and center from start 

to finish. Drink now through 2012.—J.L.

BLACK KITE
Pinot Noir Anderson Valley River Turn 2007
93 points | $52 | 195 cases made | Red
Elegant and refined, offering spicy plum, raspberry and wild berry 

fruit that’s pure and delicious. Full-bodied, with hints of sage, 

wilted rose and loamy mineral notes that gain traction on the fin-

ish. Drink now through 2013.—J.L.
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CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE-DR. LOOSEN
Riesling Columbia Valley Eroica Single Berry Select 2005
98 points | $200/375ml | 75 cases made | Dessert
Rich, silky and polished, offering a plush, exotic mouthful of hon-

ey, pear, quince, orange marmalade and pineapple, with whiffs of 

mayflower, persisting impossibly long on the finish. This is deftly 

balanced with acidity to keep it from being too syrupy. Drink now 

through 2020. From Washington.—H.S.

FOXEN
Pinot Noir Sta. Rita Hills Select Smoke Sea Smoke  
Vineyard 2007
96 points | $125 | 50 cases made | Red

Offers amazing purity of dark berry, plum, blueberry and black-

berry fruit. Full-bodied, complex and concentrated, yet the flavors 

dance on the palate, joined by a splash of spicy, toasty oak, with a 

superlong finish. Drink now through 2014. From California.—J.L.

KANZLER
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast 2007
96 points | $48 | 348 cases made | Red
Bold, ripe and assertive, with rich, distinctive blueberry, huckleber-

ry and boysenberry fruit that’s pure and delicious, tightly focused 

on the fruit and showing hints of mineral, sage, cola and earth on 

the finish. Finally the vintage where the estate wine struts its stuff. 

Drink now through 2015. From California.—J.L.

KANZLER
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Reserve 2007
96 points | $65 | 50 cases made | Red
Seductive and smooth, with a broad, full-bodied range of ripe, 

rich yet elegant plum, black cherry and raspberry, picking up a 

touch of anise, fresh earth and mineral. Ends with fine-grained 

tannins. Drink now through 2014. From California.—J.L.

RENATO RATTI
Barolo Marcenasco 2005
96 points | $44 | 1,300 cases imported | Red
This fabulous Nebbiolo displays aromas of very ripe strawberry 

and cappuccino. Full-bodied, with supervelvety tannins and in-

credible concentration. All the tannins are coated with gorgeous 

fruit. Best after 2013. From Italy.—J.S.

RENATO RATTI
Barolo Rocche 2005
96 points | $84 | 200 cases imported | Red
Shows ripe strawberry and black cherry aromas, with hints of 

flowers. Full-bodied, with chewy tannins and lots of fruit, vanilla 

and even white pepper character. Long and rich. This is really 

amazing. Best after 2012. From Italy.—J.S.

CORRECTION: In the June 17 issue of the Insider, the 

Evening Land Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills Seven Springs 

Vineyard La Source 2007 (91 points, $90) is from Oregon.
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HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, pub-

lished exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring, low-production 

wines from around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 14 people in four offices. 

They work together to review more than 18,000 wines each 

year, more than any other publication. Together, our seven se-

nior tasters count more than 140 years of tasting experience. 

 We always taste wine blind in our offices in San Francisco, 

Napa, New York and Tuscany, and in the vineyard regions of 

Europe. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and 

objective, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influ-

ence its score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific 

regions; their initials identify the taster of each wine reviewed. 

We score wines using the 100-point scale, explained below.

James Laube Senior editor, Napa

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat: California 

Kim Marcus Managing editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 

Austria, Greece, Portugal, southern France

Thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 

New York, Spain

James Molesworth Senior editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. Tasting beat: Argentina, Chile, 

Loire Valley, Rhône Valley, South Africa

Bruce Sanderson Tasting director, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1993. Tasting beat: Burgundy,  

Champagne, Germany

Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat:  

Australia, New Zealand, Oregon, Washington 

James Suckling European bureau chief, Italy

Joined Wine Spectator in 1981. Tasting beat:  

Bordeaux, Italy, Port

Tasting staff: 

Jo Cooke (Veneto),  

Tim Fish (California), 

Alison Napjus (Alsace),  

MaryAnn Worobiec (California)

Wine Spectator’s 100-Point Scale
95–100 Classic
90–94 Outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 Good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended
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RENATO CORINO
Barolo Arborina 2005
92 points | $60 | 110 cases imported | Red
Blueberry and vanilla aromas follow through to a full body, with 

loads of ripe fruit and velvety tannins. Big, rich, juicy and exotic. 

Best after 2012.—J.S.

Washington
K
Roma En Chamberlin Walla Walla Valley 2006
94 points | $60 | 190 cases made | Red
Very expressive, smooth, round and distinctive for the black olive 

and mineral overtones that weave through the dark berry and tar 

flavors. Beautifully knit, long and delicious. Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Syrah. Drink now through 2016.—H.S.

OWEN ROE
Syrah Yakima Valley Lady Rosa 2007
94 points | $45 | 350 cases made | Red
Polished, refined and beautifully focused to show its plum, clove, 

nutmeg and cream flavors against superfine tannins. The flavors 

persist elegantly on the long, expressive finish. Drink now through 

2015.—H.S.

K
The Boy Walla Walla Valley 2006
93 points | $45 | 417 cases made | Red
This gorgeous wine is packed with flavors that just hover over the 

palate instead of attacking it. Impressive for the way the guava-

accented plum and berry flavors pick up green olive and tar ac-

cents without losing their essential charm, then keep going on the 

long finish. Grenache and Syrah. Drink now through 2014.—H.S.

OWEN ROE
Cabernet Sauvignon Yakima Valley DuBrul Vineyard 2006
92 points | $72 | 725 cases made | Red
Rich and focused, delivering a juicy mouthful of blackberry, cur-

rant, sage and crème brûlée flavors that linger effortlessly on the 

long finish, balanced nicely with vivid acidity. Drink now through 

2014.—H.S.

SAINT LAURENT
Cabernet Sauvignon Wahluke Slope 2006
92 points | $28 | 500 cases made | Red
Smooth and ripe. There’s enough finesse for this to play its black 

cherry, pomegranate and blackberry fruit against polished tan-

nins and lively acidity, with an open feel to the texture. Drink now 

through 2016.—H.S.

JANUIK
Cabernet Sauvignon Walla Walla Valley  
Seven Hills Vineyard 2006
91 points | $40 | 198 cases made | Red

Smooth and round, with ripe cherry and black olive flavors that 

persist nicely into the polished finish. Impressive for its finesse 

without sacrificing power. Drink now through 2014.—H.S.

K
Syrah Washington Motor City Kitty 2006
91 points | $30 | 95 cases made | Red
Expressive and open, focusing its blackberry and black cherry fla-

vors over polished tannins, picking up hints of flowers and cream 

as the finish lingers easily. Drink now through 2013.—H.S.

SAINT LAURENT
Syrah Wahluke Slope 2006
91 points | $21 | 700 cases made | Red
Bright and flavorful. A juicy mouthful of rose petal-accented plum 

flavors that linger easily against refined tannins. Best from 2010 

through 2016.—H.S.

CHANDLER REACH
Cabernet Franc Yakima Valley Parris Estate Reserve 2005
90 points | $38 | 330 cases made | Red
Lithe, velvety in texture and distinctive in flavor, with rose petal 

and herb overtones to the berry and tar flavors, which linger 

gracefully. Drink now through 2013.—H.S.

CHANDLER REACH
Corella Estate Select Yakima Valley 2006
90 points | $18 | 840 cases made | Red
Bright, refined and beautifully focused, this is light on its feet, 

with guava, berry and a hint of pear as the silky texture carries the 

flavors through the long, vivid finish. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Syrah. Drink now through 2013.—H.S.

JANUIK
Syrah Red Mountain Ciel Du Cheval Vineyard 2006
90 points | $35 | 124 cases made | Red
Smooth and generous, with an earthy edge to the black cherry 

and blackberry flavors, lingering on the polished finish. Drink now 

through 2013.—H.S.

K
El Jefe En Chamberlin Walla Walla Valley 2006
90 points | $60 | 140 cases made | Red
Lively, spicy and supple, brimming with cinnamon and clove ac-

cents to the plum and guava flavors, lingering on the refined finish 

against polished tannins. Tempranillo and Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Drink now through 2014.—H.S.

K
Syrah Wahluke Slope Pheasant Vineyard 2006
90 points | $35 | 190 cases made | Red
Polished, with earthy, meaty overtones to the cherry and pepper 

flavors, lingering with firm tannins. Drink now through 2014.—H.S.

PATTERSON
BDX Columbia Valley 2006
90 points | $22 | 237 cases made | Red
Supple and generous, offering an easygoing mouthful of cherry 

and spice, with herbal notes adding interest to the glassy smooth 

finish. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Malbec and 

Petit Verdot. Drink now through 2014.—H.S.
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